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thought since the earth ceased to be the centre of the Universe.
Darwin was far from being the only worker in this field, but
it was he who gave the doctrine its greatest publicity, and
brought down upon himself the anger of those whose chief
desire in religion was the sensation of security. Petrarch
pictured Time as vanquished by Divinity, but in the nine-
teenth century it was Divinity that was compelled to stand
on the defensive. Darwin's pet doctrine of automatic natural
selection has been modified or abandoned., but the theory of
evolution has spread from biology to almost every science, and
changed the colour of every idea we possess. It has even in-
vaded theology itself and there are chairs at our universities
for the study of the history of religion. To the mediaeval mind
religion had no history. It was either true or false; if it were
false it was not really religion at all; if it were true it was the
truth once and for all delivered to the saints.

The attitude of mind induced by the doctrine of evolution
made this position untenable.   Christianity became merely
one of many religions, and the difference between it and the
others a difference in degree instead of a difference in kind.
It was even seen to be composed of many strands, some com-
mon to all religions, some conditioned by its own particular
history. When the learned had deducted from Christianity
the contributions of Greek mystery-religions, of the Stoics,
of Alexandrian neo-Platonists, of Jewish mythology and of
Roman  Law, what remained?    The sayings of a certain
Essene of Galilee, whose teachings have never exercised a
very prominent influence on Christian practice, or even on
Christian precept. All these elements we have mentioned may
be very good things.  I think most of them are. They may
represent fundamental desires of the human spirit.   They
certainly do.  But to admit this is to admit that religion sinks
to a department of psychology, and ceases to fulfil its chief
function, which is to comfort mankind with the idea of per-
manence.  It is not thus that Divinity triumphs over Time.
The influence of the same spirit was even more apparent in